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To rein in 
plastics, 
aban on 
l-use bags 


Revised bill, called toughest 
in the nation, advances 


Michael Sol Warren For The Star-Ledger 


After Gov. Phil Murphy last month 
vetoed a bill that would have levied a 5-cent 
sales tax on plastic and paper disposable 
bags, calling for stricter measures, lawmak- 
ers are back with a new proposal aimed at 
drastically reducing plastic waste in the 
Garden State. 

The proposal would ban stores from 
handing out single-use plastic shopping 
bags, plastic drinking straws and polysty- 
rene food containers (like foam takeout 
clamshells) in New Jersey. The bill would 
also create a 10-cent fee on single-use paper 
bags, which would finance a new Plastic 
Pollution Prevention Fund. 

The bill was advanced out of the Senate 
Environment and Energy Committee on 
Thursday on a 4-1 vote. 

The proposed regulations would be the 
strictest rules for single-use plastics in the 
nation, according to the New Jersey Sierra 
Club, which endorses the measure. 

“This bill is imperative to reduce the 
use of plastics in our environment, espe- 
cially plastic bags and plastic straws,” said 
Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jersey Sierra 
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Brett Kavanaugh of sexually assaulting her during a party in 1982, 
testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Thursday. She 
said Kavanaugh and a friend engaged in “uproarious laughter” 
during the alleged assault. Andrew Harnik, Getty Images 


defiant Kavanaugh said he was innocent of any wrongdoing and 
vowed to continue his bid to join the Supreme Court as GOP support 
lay in the balance. President Trump called his testimony “powerful, 
honest and riveting.” Saul Loeb, Getty Images 
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Kavanaugh’s accuser tells panel that he assaulted her; 


he denies allegations, goes on offensive against Democrats 


Lisa Mascaro, Alan Fram and Laurie Kellman Associated Press 


In a defiant and emotional bid to rescue 
his Supreme Court nomination, Brett Kava- 
naugh on Thursday denied allegations that 
he sexually assaulted Christine Blasey Ford 
when both were high school students, and 
angrily told Congress that Democrats were 
engaged in “a calculated and orchestrated 
political hit.” 

In her own testimony, Ford told the same 
Senate Judiciary Committee that she was 
“100 percent” certain a drunken young 
Kavanaugh had pinned her to a bed, tried to 
remove her clothes and clapped a hand over 
her mouth as she tried to yell for help. 

She described “uproarious laughter” by 
Kavanaugh and his friend, who she said 
also was involved in the alleged incident ina 
locked bedroom at a gathering of high school 
friends. 

The Judiciary panel’s daylong hearing, an 
extraordinary Senate airing of long-ago and 
painfully personal memories, came as GOP 
support for Kavanaugh’s ascension to the 
Supreme Court lay in the balance. 

Kavanaugh vowed to continue his bid to 
join the high court, to which President Don- 
ald Trump nominated him in July. Now 
a judge on the District of Columbia Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals, Kavanaugh seemed 
assured of confirmation until Ford and sev- 
eral other accusers emerged in recent weeks. 
He has denied all the accusations. 

“You may defeat me in the final vote, but 
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you'll never get me to quit, never,” he said in 
an irate voice. 

On Twitter, Trump called the judge’s tes- 
timony “powerful, honest and riveting.” 
Trump declared, “The Senate must vote!” 

The president said the Democrats’ “search 
and destroy strategy is disgraceful and this 
process has been a total sham and effort to 
delay, obstruct and resist.” 

Both Kavanaugh and Ford testified under 
sworn oath, leaving senators who will decide 
his fate and millions of Americans watch- 
ing on television to parse whose version to 
believe. 

In her three hours of testimony, Ford’s 
tone was polite but firm as she detailed her 
accusations but offered no major revelations. 

Rachel Mitchell, a veteran sex crimes 
prosecutor from Arizona who asked all ques- 
tions of Ford for the committee’s all-male 
GOP senators, seemed to elicit no significant 
inconsistencies. 

During her testimony, Ford, now 51, said 
of Kavanaugh, “I believed he was going to 
rape me.” 

Asked by Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., for her 
strongest memory of the alleged incident, 
Ford mentioned the two boys’ “laughter — 
the uproarious laughter between the two and 
they’re having fun at my expense.” 

When the committee’s top Democrat, Sen. 
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Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, delivers coffee to 
Ford in a lighter moment of the hearing. 
Win McNamee, Getty Images 
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The heat is on 
to pick sheriff 
candidates 


Voters to replace official 
who quit after racist rant 


Allison Pries For The Star-Ledger 


It was just after 9:30 Wednesday night 
when the announcement came that Secre- 
tary of State Tahesha Way had untangled 
the conflicting election laws and deemed 
that Bergen County voters will decide on 
Election Day who will be their new sheriff. 

That left 41 days to fit in nearly a year’s 
worth of political jockeying, with the initial 
deadline less than a week away. 

“This is breaking new ground,” said Ber- 
gen County Clerk John Hogan, who distrib- 
uted a letter through email and the county 
website Thursday to residents, political 
party heads and state legislators in the 
county outlining the abbreviated timeline. 

The most important deadline is next 
Thursday, the deadline for county commit- 
tees to submit their nominations for sheriff 
and independent candidates (who need 100 
signatures on a petition) to file their names 
to run for the three-year term. 

Normally parties hold their conventions 
in February, nominating petitions are due 
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